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. [_ i. The Communis#s are Laﬁlng é Loﬁgh Jlne w;th the

new l&ﬁdershlp in Phnom Penh.

2, Aftev avo;dwng direct comment on events in Cambodi

24 _ for three days, North Vietnam labheled Cambodla's new leaders
- v as a "pro-American wltra-ricghtist group" in an aunthoritativa
. . . ..Nhan Dan statement on 22 March. arguing that Sihanouk's

IS S ouster had heen engineered hy the US, Nhan Dan stated Lhat
oo Tour people fully supporg” the s#rugg e of the Cambodlan
Po .- people against the U and the new leadershlp., This statement
v and a rxeference to "stepping up the £ight" against¢ the US
(. + 7 “lackeys" may be meant as a warning to the Lon Nol-Sirik

Matak government that the Communists are prapared to fight -
wnless the new leaders are acuommodatlng. _ -

S 3 The Chlnese Commundsts, for thelr pnrt, appeax to
25%1 be sticking with Sihanouk, at least for the present. They
+ continue to refer to him-as chief-of-state and they have
broadcast Sihanemk s lenathv avologia and atback on the new -

regine, -

25X1

-4, Sihanouk's weekend statements in Peking suggast
that, in his prasent state of mind, he ig sgugeptible to
whatav:_:. plans ’chn Conmunlsts may have to overthrow Lhe new.
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o b _ Phnom Penh leadership., Although counting himself out as a
(‘ o - prominent figure in Cambodia's fubture, Sihanouk states that
: his "duty" was Lo aid the “"struggle...from the inside and
from the outside to erase this coup." He has stated, more-
over, that Comwmunist China and ¢he Soviet Union have agreed
to support him during the period he is in exlle. Sihanouk
is not likely to play the role of a Communist stooge,
however, and his statements may he partially designed to
- bluff jittery opponents in the Cambodian capital.

. -5, The government, meanwhile, has called on the

Geneva co-chairiten to “reconstitute" the Intemnaticnal
Control Commission to meet the threat of foreign troops on
Canbodian soil. It has also called for “official negotia~-
tions' with the Vietnamese Communists to “demand" the |
withdraval ©f their trcops. In addition to these diplomatic
noves, Combodian uniits on ihe border are malntaining contact
-with the Communists, although oniy a few light skirxmisheés

'-'_25)({ S / have been revorted./
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